Prenatal detection of Hb mutations using transcervical cells.
Prenatal diagnoses were performed on six selected pairs of parents known to be carriers of Hb mutations by testing transcervical cells (TCCs) retrieved, prior to chorionic villus sampling (CVS), by aspiration of the cervical mucus from the pregnant mothers at 10-12 weeks of gestation. A concordance between the results of testing chorionic villus cells and isolated clumps of trophoblastic cellular elements was observed in four of the six cases.